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Berkeley. He was growing old; and, disappointed
in his hopes of seeing it settled, he sold it, in 1073,
for one thousand pounds to John Fenwick and
Edward Byllinge, both of them old Cromwellian
soldiers turned Quakers. That this purchase was
made for the purpose of affording a refuge in
America for Quakers then much imprisoned and
persecuted in England does not very distinctly
appear. At least there was no parade of it. But
such a purpose in addition to profit for the pro-
prietors may well have been in the minds of
the purchasers.

George Fox, the Quaker leader, had Just re-
turned from a missionary journey in America, in
the course of which he had traveled through New
Jersey in going from New York to Maryland.
Some years previously in England, about 1659,
he had made inquiries as to a suitable place for
Quaker settlement and was told of the region north
of Maryland which became Pennsylvania. But
how could a persecuted sect obtain such a re-
gion from the British Crown and the Government
that was persecuting them? It would require
powerful influence at Court; nothing could then
be done about it; and Pennsylvania had to wait
until William Penn became a man with influence